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Wb have so much to say about ourselves this 
month that we may be pardoned a few words and 
a reasonable space to say it in. We think this 
number of our paper is one that deserves more 
than a mere transient notice from its readers. 
There are many features that make it noticeable, 
even among the many exceptional numbers issued 
by us heretofore. 



Of course the most prominent article is that 
upon the Seventh Regiment Armory, with six 
large illustrations of the various rooms. The 
sketches are particularly clear and true to nature, 
and show all the detail of the furnishing and 
decorations. They are valuable to the trade in 
the numberless suggestions given in the interior 
arrangement and the general excellent effect of all 
that has been done, while to the members of the 
regiment they should possess an interest propor- 
tionate to the pride they unquestionably take in 
the building itself. 



The beautiful crayon work of Napoleon Sarony 
has ever been the admiration of artists and those 
who appreciate art, and we consider it a peculiar 
favor to be able to give two graceful sketches by 
this artist in this issue. The front cover is a 
reproduction of the fine group by Theodore Baur, 
the sculptor, symbolic of the Spirit of Decoration. 



The other page, by the same artist, is an 
ideal figure entitled, "Night," representing a 
female form floating before the moon, a beautiful 
conception beautifully carried out, One of the 
softest, most delightful of Sarony's works. 



We were compelled last month to omit a 
supplement which had been prepared for that 
issue, but an accident occurring made its delay 
necessary. We give it this month. It is a design 
for the border of a mantel drapery or portiere for 
a dining-room, the work of Rufus H. Bragdon. 



A colored plate of ceiling design is also an 
attraction, giving two separate schemes for ceiling 
decoration by C. Otto Ficht. 



The department of ladies' decorative work, 
opened with this issue, will be found original in 
its designs and descriptive text, and eminently 
useful to all ladies whose tendencies incline them 
toward the decoration of their homes. 



There is said to be considerable dissatisfaction 
among the participating artists over the awards at 
the prize exhibition. This complaint, is not an 
unusual one where competition enters into the 
question, though it must be allowed that a friend 
or two with influence among the judges is often a 
satisfactory substitute for superlative ability. 



If exhibitions of paintings or any other pro- 
ducts of the human mind are to be of any value 
whatsoever, they should be freed from any sus- 
picion of "wire-pulling" or manipulation. .In 
cases where the awards are made to notoriously 
undeserving pictures, there should be an expression 
of public opposition that even the judges would 
recognize and heed. 



In connection with the Seventh Regiment 
sketches, we would call attention to the plates we 
propose making up, giving these views in proper 
shape for framing, or in carton. The engravings 
are to be printed upon a heavy plate paper, 
having a broad margin and reproduced in the very 
best style of the printer's art. A complete set of 
the six will be sold for $2.00, or with a yearly 
subscription to The Decorator and Furnisher 
for $5.00. Those who may be sufficiently interested 
in this to desire to purchase sets, will oblige: by 
notifying us at once. ' 



An exhibition is announced in Philadelphia 
that is quite peculiar in its way, although it isj or 
claims to be, a crystallization of the purpose! of 
an exhibition, per se. That a person or a crowd 
of persons should be asked to pay the admission 
fee usually demanded, and exhaust their energies 
in toiling through a succession of rooms merely to 
view a vast array of canned fruits gorgeously 
gotten up and cumbrously arranged in forms; of 
fortresses or miniature walls, or to gaze upon the 
unsightly evidences of dental art, has always 
seemed to us the very essence of imposition. Yet 
this is the phase of the prevailing exhibition, this 
the concentration of Third Avenue and Broadway 
store windows, which one may see for nothing any 
day, brought into a covered building and displayed 
for fifty cents a look. Country fairs with their 
occasional horse races, and very frequent prize 
cattle or big pumpkin accessories, are infinitely 
ahead and more original than the annual autumn 
afflictions visited upon New York. This projected 
exhibition in Philadelphia ■ is to be devoted] to 
"Novelties," everything and only things that i are 
new. If this idea is carried out it will be a most 
desirable one and in itself so great a novelty as to 
entitle it to recognition. The exhibition will open 
September 15 and close October 31. 



An English paper said recently that while the 
European artisans surpassed the Americans in 
technical education, the Americans stood far ahead 
in practical knowledge. This is a gratifying 
acknowledgement for Americans to. hear, for what- 
ever may be the claims of a technical understand- 
ing, it is generally the practical side of a man's 
intelligence that makes his services valuable. 

The technical worker is seldomithe successful 
worker, he succumbs more readily to obstacles, for 
in the course of his technical studies practical 
obstacles were seldom considered. Everything else 
being equal, the man with a theory will usually 
come out second best against the man with experi- 
ence. Common sense is a requisite with both 
before either can accomplish anything. 

If there is any truth in the statement made by 
the paper quoted, the superiority of practice with 
a little knowledge over knowledge with a little 
practice is clearly demonstrated by comparing the 
magnificent achievements in the mechanical world 
of the Americans over those of the English. 



